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� 1. Personal Assistance Services (PAS) Program Planning & Fiscal Estimating





� Arkansas 1st Q 2005 – Formed  a PAS committee and will be  studying other states' workplace PAS services and utilization, developing a proposal, and submitting the proposal  to the Medicaid agency.


2nd Q 2005 -   MIG PAS committee has reviewed current services and barriers to PAS in workplace, in preparation for preparing recommendations. Division of Development Disabilities Services is preparing an amendment to the MR/DD HCBS waiver which includes adding Buy-In eligibility. Still reviewing options, including adding Buy-In eligibility to PD waiver as well as DD/MR waiver, amending State Plan personal care, and role of cash-and-counseling 1115 waiver.





� Colorado – Policy task force on Personal Care Services is working with policy consultant to examine state’s current policies and Federal regulations.





� Florida 1st Q 2006 – State MIG will contract to conduct a study to increase understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of current coverage of Personal Assistance Services (PAS) under Florida’s HCBS waivers. Study will explore expansion options, impact on Medicaid expenditures, and produce a report with findings and recommendations.


2nd Q 2006 Due date of interim report #1 is  September 10, 2006; interim report # 2 October 15, 2006; and Final Report December 1, 2006.


3rd Q 2006 Interim report #1 on PAS will be submitted to Agency for Persons with Disabilties at the end of November 2006. The report will provide a national view of PAS and how Florida currently implements this program through its waivers





� Hawaii 2nd Q 2005 – Developing plans to gather input from stakeholders on improving PAS program through focus groups  to be held in August – October 2005. 


1st Q 2006 – After evaluation of situation it was determined that Hawaii had sufficient availability of PAS services statewide under Medicaid waivers.


2nd Q 2006 –Satisfied the Lewin formula and CMS criteria related to PAS.  MIG staff contributed to policy change whereas supported employment as a PA service added to the DD/MR waiver.





� Iowa – 1st Q 2004 – Governor’s Budget included funds for PAS state plan amendment contingent on tax increase – Tax increase not approved by legislature.


 


� Indiana – State is assessing the capacity to provide PAS and the unmet need.1st Q 2004 – State entered into contract with Indiana University to conduct a needs assessment and feasibility study for expanding PAS capacity. 


Indiana 1st Q 2005 – Entering the final phase of the needs assessment


Indiana 2nd Q 2005 - PAS needs assessment and feasibility study with recommendations was completed and is being distributed.





� Kansas – State is nearing completion of a Section 1115 Independence Plus Waiver sufficient to support work and to demonstrate combined benefits for employment of PAS and a Medicaid Buy-In program. Involved consumers and advocates with state staff. 


1st Q 2004 – State has applied for RWJ Foundation Cash and Counseling grant to help fund planned PAS program.  Using MIG funds to design changes 


in MMIS and eligibility computer system in anticipation of implementing new PAS  program. 


1st Q 2006 - Kansas has made the decision to pursue an alternative option to the Independence Plus Waiver in order to provide personal assistance services to individuals with developmental and physical disabilities. State plans to submit a State Plan Amendment, Optional Choice of Self-Directed Personal Assistance Services (Cash and Counseling), available under the Deficit Reduction Act, to provide personal assistance and related services to individuals with physical and developmental disabilities who wish to enroll in Working Healthy.





� Michigan 1st Q 2005 - MIG project is beginning discussions with other state agencies related to changes in Personal Care benefits. Strategy involves: 1) Develop beneficiary data collection system, 2) Research other state's models & results, 3) Gather data on participant's experiences, 4) Analyze program options & limits and  5) Recommend implementation.


Michigan 3rd Quarter 2005 – State will initiate the State process needed to change the personal care services language to allow these services to be used in the workplace.





� Minnesota – 1st Q 2004 – Completed survey of PAS Consumers including employment.


Report available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/groups/disabilities/documents/pub/dhs_id_029338.pdf" ��http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/groups/disabilities/documents/pub/dhs_id_029338.pdf�





� Missouri 4th Q 2005 - Research conducted on PCA infrastructure; needs assessment underway; preliminary plans developed. 


4th Q 2005 - Needs assessment conducted of advocacy and self-advocacy groups in four Missouri regions. Plans developed to replicate PCA pilot project in four additional communities.








� North Dakota – Developing PAS as a State Plan amendment – Implementation delayed.


North Dakota 1st Q 2005 – MIG is developing an initiative to improve PAS services and attempt to become fully eligible under MIG requirements. 





� North Carolina – 2nd Q 2004 – Designing a research plan to identify PAS needs, barriers and preferences of people with disabilities who work or want to work. 


3rd Q 2004 – PAS Work Group formed. Coordinating with other PAS related projects in state.


4th Q 2004 - PAS work group includes members of all North Carolina PAS related projects. To increase PAS services a State Plan Amendment change will be submitted to Department of Medical Assistance by 11/1/2005. Focus groups planned for the spring and summer to ensure consumer input and suggestions identified and included in amendment. 


North Carolina – 1st Q 2005 - PAS Workgroup met four times to discuss definitions & decide on approach for enhancing services. Members decided that Medicaid State Plan amendment was a preferable avenue for enhancing services compared to waiver options.  Agreement upon what constitutes PAS continues to evade the group.


North Caroline 3rd Quarter 2005 The Advisory Council has now reached a consensus of what constitutes PAS. Survey used to conduct consumer survey of needs should be completed by the end of October 2005. 


4th Q 2005 - Data is currently being compiled from the survey created to identify consumer needs.  A strategy for service delivery was developed. The workgroup is now focused on implementation.





� Ohio 3rd Q 2004 – Plan to conduct a PAS study to develop ideas to improve availability of PAS to working people with disabilities.


4th Q 2004 - A project manager was hired 11/04 and is in the process of writing the proposal for the PAS study.





Ohio 1st Q 2005 - A personal assistance study including focus groups with consumers and interviews with state officials is underway and is planned to be completed in summer 2005.  


.


� Oklahoma – 2nd Q 2004 – Developing a state plan amendment to provide personal care assistance in a work or educational setting. 


4th Q 2004 - PAS has been a part of Oklahoma's approved State Plan. Oklahoma's Premium Assistance Program went into effect on 1-1-05, providing coverage for previously ineligible working disabled persons who earned over the limit. Personal care assistants are available in the home, and to assist in situations involving transportation for health care purposes. HIFA Waiver passed to allow for coverage of low income.


Oklahoma 2nd Q 2005  Self-Directed Care Act - SB 1015 passed  When implemented to allow for community based services over Long Term Care facilities; to provide choice and control of service providers; to allow for money to follow the person; and to establish a fiscal intermediary system within the 1915cWaiver





� Vermont – A study was completed related to PAS for people with mental illness. 





� Wisconsin – 1st Q 2004 – Developing a cost estimate for including workplace PAS in the Medicaid state plan by funding three consumers’ PAS under a 


funding agreement with VR and collecting data on their use of PAS. 


2nd Q 2004 – PAS in the Workplace study.  Survey of existing funding and arrangements for workplace PAS under way. 


4th Q 2004 - Despite very wide publicity, survey and funding pilot found little unmet need for workplace PAS funding. Completed workplace PAS issue paper demonstrating probable low cost of including workplace PAS under MA state plan.





� Wyoming – 1st Q 2004 – Developing a system to assess use and need for PAS services by people with disabilities who desire employment. 


3rd Q 2004 – Organized an advisory group to work with U of Wyoming and contracted to gather data and conduct focus groups. 


4th Q 2004 - Focus Group meetings scheduled and held in 20 towns across WY. 29 respondents participated. Summary report of findings & trends completed. Mail survey instrument reproduced and mailed to 1706 persons. 299 completed surveys returned. Data extracted and summary report of findings and trends created.


Wyoming 1st  Q 2005 - Committee formed and initial assessment findings, along with focus group report findings, is being analyzed and compared to similar surveys in attempt to enhance focus of subsequent surveys.


Wyoming 2nd Q 2005 - Developmental Disabilities Department has agreed to take a front seat in crafting a follow-on PAS measurement process








