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	Activity
	Current Status of State Development and/or Implementation of Medicaid Buy-In Programs since 2003
	TA Tools, Policy Analysis, and/or Multi-State Analysis 

	2. Studies to Consider or Actual  Revisions of Medicaid Buy-In Program Income Eligibility Criteria & Relationship to Medicaid Waivers
 
	New Studies and recommendations in 2006 

Arkansas 

California

Maine 

Nevada

South Carolina

Revisions Made:

Vermont

Pennsylvania

Studies Completed

Arkansas

California

Iowa

Maine

New Hampshire

South Carolina 

Wisconsin

Wyoming


	Building Work Incentives Using Section 1902(r)(2) of the Medicaid Statute  – Donna Folkemer CWD Team
Work Incentives Development Report Series of the Center for Workers with Disabilities
http://www.nasmd.org/disabilities/pubs/special.asp 




� 2. Studies to Consider or Actual  Revisions of Medicaid Buy-In Program Income Eligibility Criteria & Relationship to 


Medicaid Waivers





� Arkansas 3rd Q 2006 – MIG has contracted for TA and study of options for changing Medicaid Buy-In program’s unearned income limit. 





� California – 3rd Q 2006 MIG convened the California Work Group on Work Incentives and Health Care  to identify primary gaps in California’s Medicaid Buy-In program as part of the Governor’s Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities. The report was presented at the Governor’s Committee on September 7, 2006.  Recommendations included: 1) disregarding all public and private retirement income in the same way that the program now disregards disability income. 2) income or assets only of the enrollees be counted and not the spouse’s income as a means to eliminate the marriage penalty; 3) no asset limit in Medicaid Buy-In compared to current California limit of same as SSI, i.e., $2000 & $3000. . 





� Maine 3rd Q 2006 – Continued efforts by advocates to increase or eliminate the unearned income limit in the Medicaid Buy-In program.





� Nevada 3rd Q 2006 - Medicaid Buy-In  management submitted a budget request to eliminate the unearned inc. limit and attended meetings w/government officials regarding the unearned inc. limit





� South Carolina 3rd Q 2006 – University of SC, School of Business prepared a report on  economic implications of revising the unearned income and resource limitations, as well as implementing a method to allow people with disabilities who work to pay a share of the costs of Medicaid coverage. Report finalized Sept. 06 and presented to DHHS and MIG Advisory Comm.  The findings will be considered in 2007. 





� Vermont 2nd Q 2005 – Legislation enacted (Vermont Act 56) which provides for the disregard of all SSDI and all Veteran's disability benefits of


the individual against the unearned income limit (previously unearned income limit of Vermont’s Medically Needy Protected Income Limit plus $500) .





� Pennsylvania–State Medicaid agency sent Operations Memo to inform county eligibility workers that individuals enrolled in Medicaid Buy-In can apply for 


Home and Community Based waiver services and those in waivers can apply for Medicaid Buy-In. The AIDS waivers were amended to include Medicaid Buy-In program participants.





� Arkansas 1st Q 2005 - Analyzing the costs and benefits of raising the Buy-In unearned income limit, to determine the feasibility of expanding participation of people receiving SSDI benefits.  State MIG is forming an Eligibility Committee to study program and fiscal implications of raising the  unearned income limit (SSI standard) on Medicaid Buy-In program.


Arkansas 4th Q 2005 – Planned for 2006 - Division of Developmental Disability Services finalizing DD/MR waiver amendments, including adding Buy-In. Division of Aging and Adult Services preparing PD waiver amendments, and considering changes to the cash-and-counseling 1115 waiver to increase hours of PAS. Analyze the costs and benefits of raising the Buy-In unearned income limit, and submit recommendations to Medicaid. Arranging a study by consultant. Working on simplifying application form and discussing online application and centralized eligibility determination.


2nd Q 2006 - Amendment to add Buy-In to Physical Disability waiver submitted 5-30-06. Amendment to cash-and-counseling 1115 waiver submitted 4-14-06 to increase capacity, add workplace as location, and allow nurses to authorize more hours. Amendment to add Buy-In to Developmental Disability waiver, along with many other changes, is being finalized.





� California 2nd Q 2004 – Study of California’s Medicaid Buy-In program and options for change.  The California Working Disabled Program: Lessons Learned, Looking Ahead funded by the California Health Care Foundation and conducted by Lewin. Report at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.medi-cal.org/topics/view.cfm?itemID=20684" �http://www.medi-cal.org/topics/view.cfm?itemID=20684�





� Iowa - 4th  Q 2004 - Work continued on the Medicaid Buy-In evaluation report, the advisory committee reviewed drafts of the report to provide input for the final version Data analysis of the report to determine changes will continue for the next year, the advisory committee continues to meet to provide input. Report available at     � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/dhs2005/dhs_homepage/docs/MEPD-04_report-master.pdf" ��http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/dhs2005/dhs_homepage/docs/MEPD-04_report-master.pdf�


4th Q 2005 and Plans for 2006. The 2nd Medicaid Buy-In participant survey has been completed. Analysis of the evaluation will begin in January 2006.








� Maine 2nd Q 2005 – Evaluating fiscal impact of modifying current unearned income limit for eligibility for Medicaid Buy-In program. 


4th Q 2005 – Expect that consideration of removing unearned income cap in Medicaid Buy-In program  will again be addressed by Legislature in the Spring.


1st Q 2006 – Effort to reduce or remove the Medicaid Buy-in unearned income eligibility cap failed again in Spring of 2006 in the Legislature. 





� New Hampshire– Studying the possibility of calculating net income without considering employment income from VISTA, AARP projects, and AmeriCorps.





� South Carolina - 2nd Q 2004 – Planning to expand or revise current Medicaid Buy-In program based on analysis of evaluation of barriers in current eligibility criteria and records of those determined ineligible. 


4th Q 2004 - Fifty-eight individuals, representing 70 disabling conditions, have been interviewed thus far. Interviews are still ongoing 


South Carolina 1st Q 2005 -  Have completed interviews and focus groups and identified issues related to eligibility determination in Medicaid that has limited employment by persons with disabilities. 


2nd Q 2005 – MIG has  contracted to conduct an economic impact study.  University of South Carolina  has completed first draft of the  study. Results will be shared with the MIG Advisory Committee on October 5, 2005.


3rd Quarter 2005 – Reports I-IV have been completed. Meetings will be held on Oct. 19 and Nov. 2 to share findings with disability organizations and state agencies. The findings of the survey of employers will be completed by the end of Oct. Short and long term recommendations are contained in the reports.


4th Q 2005 - Economic Impact Study was presented to MIG Advisory Committee on October 5, 2005. Letter was sent in December to DHHS State Director requesting changes to the state's eligibility criteria for Medicaid for the Working Disabled. Improved outreach is needed, as well as revision of the Medicaid for the Working Disabled eligibility criteria.


1st Q 2006 -   Central eligibility worker employed who will process all applications. Central training coordinator to be employed.  Medicaid application now online at South Carolina Access. . Revision of eligibility forms initiated. Collaborative meetings are being planned.





� Wisconsin–1st Q 2004–Series of analysis papers have been prepared and distributed to key stakeholders on Medicaid Buy-In policies that may be barriers to


employment. Topics include: treatment of spousal income; portability of independence accounts; and the definition of employment. 





� Wyoming – 3rd Q 2004 – Crafting legislation to raise income eligibility level to 185 % of Federal Poverty Level 








