MIG Resource Guide – Current Activities – 2005 & 1st, 2nd & 3rd Quarter 2006

B. Planning and Development of

 Enhanced Rehabilitation, Vocational, Employment, and Employment-Related Support Services
Prepared by Allen Jensen, Project Director, Work Incentives Project, George Washington University 


	16. Self employment and Entrepreneurialship

	State
	Recent Activities

	Alaska

Hawaii

North Dakota
Iowa

Minnesota

South Dakota

Vermont
Wisconsin


	4th Q 2005 Micro-enterprise Resource Guide developed and available from MIG web site at  http://www.alaskaworksinitiative.org/merg/

3rd Q 2006 – The agency administering the MIG Project  received a research and demonstration grant from the Office of Disability Employment Policy at the US Dept of Labor  to increase the number of people with disabilities who are self-employed.

2nd Q 2006 - Created self-employment partnership with AMHD- Steadfast-VSA
2nd Q 2005 - Statewide Self Employment Network developed with regional groups forming a local network on self employment.
3rd Quarter 2005 - Four of the eight regions in North Dakota have started their own self-employment network to cover their regions. Partnering with ND VR to complete focus groups in North Dakota and on reservations.

4th Q 2005 – North Dakota Chapter of Association of Programs for Supported Employment (APSE) has taken ownership and will continue to promote self employment. 

Resource Material: Material developed under North Dakota MIG project  related to Self Employment can be found on North Dakota MIG Web site at http://165.234.216.166/medicaid/employ/index.php
Iowa 4th Q 2005 and Plans for 2006 - Self-employment workshops were held for Medicaid Buy-In enrollees and for service providers, consumers, families, Area Education Agency staff, voc rehab staff, transition specialists, case managers and county funders. These activities to continue in 2006.

2nd Q 2006 - Self-Employment seminars planned for 9/06.
3rd Q 2006 - Conducted two Self Employment Seminars with 30 Medicaid Buy-In consumers attending.

4th Q 2005 - Four business development contracts were initiated to provide technical assistance for Minnesotans with disabilities (micro-enterprise activities).  Began planning for national Business Leadership Network (BLN) conference in October which Minnesota is hosting. 

South Dakota 1st Q 2006 - Consultant is scheduled to provide self-employment and small business development training to interested consumers and benefits specialists in South Dakota..

1st Q 2006 - Sponsored self-employment expert-panel discussion for rehab professionals with  Governor's Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities
Wisconsin 1st Q 2005 - Integration of tax and work incentives project agreed to focus on promotion of self-employment incentives.
Wisconsin 2nd Q 2005 – Materials developed for consumers interested in business incubation.


	States with Activities pre 2005 : Alaska, New Hampshire, Vermont and Idaho 


