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Financial Education and Asset Strategies for Persons with Disabilities

Webcast Invitation

November 19, 2004

12:00 – 2 :00 PM EST

The Importance of the Earned Income Tax Credit For People with Disabilities and their Families
Co-Sponsored by the Law, Health Policy and Disability Center, University of Iowa, and the NCB Development Corporation/ National Disability Institute

The Earned Income Tax Credit is important for People with Disabilities in the Workforce, Families, Tax Preparers, and All Interested in Advancing the Economic Status of People with Disabilities

· Many low-income people with disabilities often do not have experience filing tax forms and may be unaware of existing tax credits.  

· The November 19, 2004 Webcast is a step toward educating people who work with families and individuals with disabilities about the underutilized Earned Income Tax Credit which provides tax relief to low-income people with disabilities.   

· This is the first of a two part series.  The second Webcast, scheduled for December 9, 2004, will provide information about what makes a volunteer site accessible and how to work with people with disabilities.  This will be presented by Marian Vessels, Director of ADA and IT Information Center for the Mid-Atlantic DBTAC Region and Megan O’Neil, Program Coordinator of Access to Assets at the World Institute on Disability. 

The Webcast

The Tax Facts Campaign invites you to participate in a training session about the EITC.  The session will emphasize EITC issues of special interest to people with disabilities.  Staff of the Center on Budget and Policy and Policy Priorities (ww.cbpp.org) will present: 

· EITC Basics: Who is eligible?  How much is the credit worth? How do workers apply?

· Special Eligibility Considerations for workers with Disabilities and Families Raising a Child with Disabilities: Are there special eligibility rules? What income “counts” in determining eligibility for the credit?

· The EITC and Other Public Benefits: Does the credit affect eligibility for government benefits? Is it safe to apply for the EITC without jeopardizing other critical assistance?

· Free Tax Filing Assistance: Why is free tax filing assistance such an important alternative to commercial tax preparation?

The Speakers 
Donna Cohen Ross, Director of Outreach, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

John Wancheck, EIC Outreach Campaign Coordinator, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

Eileen Sweeney, Senior Fellow, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

Richard Keeling, Tax Analyst, Volunteer & Community Partnership, IRS

Dr. Johnette Hartnett, Ed.D., Moderator, Vice President, NCB Development Corporation & Director of Public Policy, Law, Health Policy and Disability Center, University of Iowa College of Law

Registration Information & Questions
Registration Information & Questions should be sent to Matthew Gernstein at Mgernstein@ncbdc.org in advance of the Webcast. A registration form may be downloaded at the Law, Health Policy, and Disability Center’s website (http://disability.law.uiowa.edu) and accessing the Tax Facts link in the “What’s New” section or directly at http://disability.law.uiowa.edu/lhpdc/projects/aatp-casts.html.  The registration form may also be accessed by visiting http://www.MasterMyMoney.org (which will be available the week of November 1) a new site by NCB Development Corporation (www.ncbdc.org).  

How to Access the Webcast

Instructions for accessing the Webcast will be available at the Law, Health Policy, and Disability Center’s website (http://disability.law.uiowa.edu) and accessing the Tax Facts link in the “What’s New” section or directly at http://disability.law.uiowa.edu/lhpdc/projects/aatp-casts.html.  The Webcast information can also be accessed by visiting http://www.MasterMyMoney.org (which will be available the week of November 1) a new site by NCB Development Corporation (www.ncbdc.org).  

The Webcast requires users to have Windows Media Player Version 7.1 or higher.  The latest version of Windows Media Player can be downloaded at: www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/default.aspx 

The Tax Facts Campaign
Tax Facts is a three-year multi-faceted national campaign that will empower communities working with persons with disabilities to participate and expand their knowledge and utilization of favorable tax benefits and financial education services. Tax Facts will direct needed public attention to the advancement of economic freedom and full community participation of persons with disabilities. The campaign has three parts that includes material development, training, and technical assistance activities.

The purpose of the Tax Facts campaign is to build knowledge and utilization of favorable tax provisions and financial education for individuals with disabilities, their families and employers to empower and advance self-directed economic security.  

Tax Facts Collaborators
The Office on Disability, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; the Internal Revenue Service; the Law, Health Policy and Disability Center, University of Iowa College of Law; NCB Development Corporation/National Disability Institute; National Cooperative Bank; National Federation the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation; National Cooperative Bank; and the National Federation of Community Development Credit Unions and the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.  

The Kaiser Foundation (www.kff.org) generously provided the studios and webcasting services.
Tax Facts Campaign Questions
Johnette Hartnett, Ed.D. 

Vice President

NCB Development Corporation

1725 Eye Street, NW, Suite 600

Washington, D.C. 20006

Ph: 202-218-7284   Fax: 202-218-7297

E-mail: jhartnett@ncbdc.org
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