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Willie Gunther, Executive Director of the Illinois Assistive Technology Project, and a partner in both the Illinois WIG 1 and 2 grants, presented on the approach they have developed and implemented at 44 comprehensive One-Stops statewide. After a survey of the current IT accessibility needs of each of the Centers, a standard set of AT products was developed and purchase was negotiated with one vendor to improve efficiency and cost.  
A total of four trainings were offered to staff from each of the 44 One-Stop comprehensive centers.  The Centers sent staff to be trained in the Springfield office. The trainings were a full day and emphasized hands on opportunities to learn about each of the pieces in the Standard AT set. 
AT EQUIPMENT/SOFTWARE - Already Provided through WIG 1


***Standard AT Complement*
***Trackball
***Large Print Keyboard Labels
***Large (21") Monitor
***Closed Circuit Television
***Audio Tape Player
***Screen Magnifier Software
***Web Page Reading Software
***Headphones
***Adjustable Keyboard Tray
***Enlarged Keyboard
***Assistive Listening System
***Scanning/Reading Software
***Scanner w/Automatic Document Feeder

This process, while beneficial for some Centers, overall did not serve its purpose.  In some cases, One-Stop centers sent the wrong staff to be trained, it was realized that the one-day training was not enough, many of the Centers never even opened and/or put into operation of the AT equipment.  Over time, it was determined that additional training would be needed and a full-time person was hired to provide onsite technical support and assistance.  With additional funding from the WIG 2 round grant, an expanded list of technology equipment is now being evaluated and purchased for 8 of the original 44 Centers.  

SUGGESTED ENHANCED AT COMPLEMENT*

***Height Adjustable Workstation
***Adjustable Ergonomic Chair
***Ergonomic Task Lighting
***Screen Reading Software
***Speech Recognition Software
***Word Prediction Software
***Braille Embosser and Braille Translation Software
***Low-Vision Display TTY
***Amplified Large Print Telephone

Equipment decisions have been based upon past experiences with products and careful attention to compatibility.

The goal in Illinois is to build knowledgeable AT teams that are part of the support systems to the One-Stops statewide. There is on individual working full time on solving problems identified at a local level and a new web site is in the process of being created, which will serve an online help resource.  One of its features will allow One-Stop staff to  be able to post questions and receive solutions.
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