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An introduction to the Manual by Michael J. Mankin, AIA, Principal of DSA Access Policy

http://www.dsa.dgs.ca.gov/UniversalDesign/ud_accessmanual.htm
The statutes and regulations contained in the DSA New 2003 California Access Compliance Reference Manual have been put together for your convenience. We hope that this book of regulations and statutes together will help clarify the obligations for architectural accessibility in California.

While reading the statutes, keep in mind that these are only a partial listing of the statutory sections; they are included because of their important role in setting forth the legislative ambition to provide and maintain an access code. Such statutes promulgate building regulations by a formal public consensus process, and are designed to carry out the intent of the California legislature. Therefore, compliance with both statutes and regulations are necessary for complete implementation of the scheme for access in California.

When the statutes indicate a performance obligation and the regulations are not sufficiently prescriptive, or where the regulations themselves are not clearly specific, remember that the overall solution should recognize the intent of statute. In other words, performance obligations set out in the statutes should be given due consideration, and the general trend is that a liberal application of the regulations should be taken to effect the purpose of statute.

The scheme for access in California has been enhanced by the incorporation of the more restrictive building standards of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act as well as the Fair Housing Amendments Act into the California access code. However, state and federal civil rights issues and other non-building code laws (i.e., employment, equal opportunities to programs, etc.) are separate issues that need to be examined independent of, and in addition to, the resources presented in the Manual.
To download the full report or in sections, access the URL listed above.

