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Tax and Financial Education Campaign

FACT SHEET

The Goal

The purpose of the TAX FACTS campaign is to build knowledge and utilization of favorable tax provisions and financial education for individuals with disabilities, their families and employers to empower and advance self-directed economic security. 

The Collaborators
The Office on Disability, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; the Internal Revenue Service; the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation; NCB Development Corporation/National Disability Institute; National Cooperative Bank; the Law, Health Policy and Disability Center, University of Iowa; the National Federation of Community Development Credit Unions; National Community Tax Coalition; Office on Disability and Employment Policy, U.S. Department of Labor; the Office on Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, U.S. Department of Education; the Office of Community Services, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; and the Social Security Administration are bringing together resources and expertise to advance a new and comprehensive body of knowledge nationwide about tax provisions and financial education that will benefit persons with disabilities, their families and employers.  

The Campaign

TAX FACTS is a three-year multi-faceted national campaign that will empower 36 communities working with persons with disabilities to participate and expand their knowledge and utilization of favorable tax benefits and financial education services. TAX FACTS will direct needed public attention to the advancement of economic freedom and full community participation of persons with disabilities. The campaign has three parts that include materials development and dissemination, training, and technical assistance activities.

FIRST YEAR

1) April 15, 2004 Kick-Off at The National Press Club announced the multi-faceted campaign. A panel of six persons (persons with a disability, a family member, employer and tax experts) dialogued about the use of tax provisions and financial education for persons with disabilities. Attendees included key leaders from Federal agencies, national disability-related organizations, and financial service, community and faith-based organizations working with low-income populations on asset development strategies.

2) Fall Webcast Series November 19, 2004, webcast will provide information about the interaction of the Earned Income Tax Credit and receipt of government benefits for persons with disabilities from Noon to 2 PM EST. On December 9, 2004, a second webcast will provide information about what makes a volunteer tax site accessible and how to work with people with disabilities from Noon to 2 PM EST. Winter Webcast Series 2005 to be announced.

3) New Information Materials will be disseminated and marketed that include the IRS LifeCycle brochure on disability, and a consumer friendly version for persons with cognitive disabilities; an accommodation and accessibility guide for volunteer tax and financial education preparers; a fact sheet on how the EITC interacts with other public benefits of importance to persons with disabilities and ways to protect the EITC from being counted as a resource; and a supplemental guide relevant to persons with disabilities as part of the FDIC Money Smart financial education program.  Materials will be disseminated prior to 2005 tax season.

4) Training and technical assistance activities and initial site visits will become available to the 13 cities nationwide already designated by the IRS as Volunteer Income Tax Assistance sites (VITA), and AARP Tax-Aide sites to build capacity for serving persons with disabilities and their families. The training will be a collaborative among campaign partners and local community partners serving persons with disabilities. Introductory site visits will be done in the early fall of 2004 to introduce key disability organizations to the current coalition/partnerships in host cities. The initial site visits will begin the process of building awareness, knowledge and capacity to better serve persons with disabilities in need of tax  preparation and financial education assistance.

TAX FACTS Introductory Site Visits Schedule 

Oakland, CA – August 17, 2004

Los Angeles, CA – August 18, 2004

Indianapolis, IN – August 17, 2004

Wichita, KS – August 26, 2004

Flint, MI – September 27, 2004

New York City, NY – September 8, 2004

Manchester, NH – September 8, 2004

Boston, MA – September 9, 2004

Minneapolis, MN – September 15, 2004

Denver, CO – October 19, 2004

Miami, FL –  October 14, 2004

West Palm Beach , Fl –  October 15, 2004

Birmingham, AL – October 12, 2004
Key Outcomes
· To identify opportunities for collaboration in 36 cities over three years at the local community level that increases participation of persons with disabilities with EITC filing and other financial-related support services; 

· To expand opportunities and options to achieve economic independence and self-sufficiency for persons with disabilities, and their families through comprehensive tax and financial education services and technical assistance activities. 
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