Disability Language Guidelines


Most Common Things to Remember Cont’d

Disability Vocabulary

Do’s and Don'ts

Affirmative Language
Language to Avoid

person with a disability, people with disabilities, disabled 
handicapped, cripple, victim, crip, unfortunate, defective, handi-capable

wheelchair user, uses a wheelchair
wheelchair-bound

blind, low vision, partially sighted
blind as a bat, sightless, the blind

mobility disability
deformed, maimed, paralytic, lame

psychologically/emotionally disabled, emotional disorder
the mentally ill, mental, crazy, insane

developmentally disabled
retard, mentally defective

birth anomaly, congenital disability
birth defect, mongoloid

a person who is deaf or hard of hearing
suffers a hearing loss, the deaf

person with epilepsy
spastic, epileptic, spaz

speech disability, communication disability
tongue-tied

non-disabled

healthy, normal, whole

non-vocal, a person who is non-verbal
mute, dumb

person of short stature
midget, dwarf

learning disability
slow

chronic illness
suffers from, afflicted, as a patient, stricken with, arthritic

