Affordable and Accessible Housing
National Resources

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)

7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore MD 21244-1850

877.267.2323

www.cms.hhs.gov 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is a federal agency within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. CMS runs the Medicare and Medicaid programs, two national health care programs that benefit about 75 million Americans. CMS is also responsible for managing Home and Community Based Service Waivers (HCBS) and Real Choice System Change Grants that are helping states increase access to community based services for individuals with disabilities in response to the Olmstead decision. See www.hcfa.gov/medicaid. 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

451 7th St. SW

Washington, DC 20410

202.708.1112
www.hud.gov 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) seeks to provide a decent, safe, and suitable living environment for every American. HUD strives to create opportunities for homeownership, provide housing assistance for low-income persons, create, rehabilitate, and maintain the nation’s affordable housing, enforce the nation’s fair housing laws, help the homeless, spur economic growth in distressed neighborhoods, and help local communities meet their development needs. HUD programs that may benefit persons with disabilities are found at http://www.hud.gov/groups/disabilities.cfm.

Key Contact: Rod Solomon

National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO)

630 Eye Street NW

Washington, DC 20001

877.866.2476

www.nahro.org 
The National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO) is the leading housing and community development advocate for the provision of adequate and affordable housing and strong, viable communities for all Americans, particularly those with low and moderate incomes. It strives to strengthen the capacities of member Public Housing Agencies (PHAs) and helps to develop and deliver the highest quality products and services for housing and community development practitioners. NAHRO works to ensure that housing and community development officials have the leadership skills, education, information, and tools to serve communities in a rapidly changing environment. It advocates for the appropriate laws and policies, which are sensitive to the needs of the people served, are financially and programmatically viable for the industry, are flexible, and promote deregulation and local decision-making. 

National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC)

1012 Fourteenth St. NW, Suite 610

Washington, DC 20005

202.662.1530

www.nlihc.org 
The National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC) is dedicated to ending America’s affordable housing crisis. The NLIHC has five main goals. It seeks to increase public knowledge of low-income housing issues in order to increase public support for progressive low-income housing policy. It strives to make low income housing a priority issue on the federal political agenda. The NLIHC wants to create an increase in federally assisted housing as well as spur an increase in federal investment in low-income housing. Lastly, the NLIHC wants to see more low-income people engaged in self-advocacy on housing issues.

Technical Assistance Collaborative (TAC)

One Center Plaza, Suite 310

Boston, MA 02108

617.742.5657
www.tacinc.org 
TAC is a national organization that works to achieve positive outcomes on behalf of people with disabilities by providing state-of-the-art information, capacity building, and technical expertise to organizations and policymakers in the areas of mental health, substance abuse, human services, and affordable housing. TAC's multidisciplinary professional staff has worked extensively in the fields of affordable and supported housing. Their expertise spans the full range of federal and mainstream housing programs and policies that can expand affordable housing for people with disabilities and people who are homeless. Their website has an extensive downloadable set of publications that will help you understand strategies that will improve access to federal housing resources at state and local levels.

· Affordable and Accessible Housing: A National Perspective Power Point (http://www.home-access.org/Attachments/NCBDCconf1102.ppt) 
Key Contacts: Emily Cooper, Annie O’Hara
Opening Doors

www.tacinc.org/openingdoors.htm 
Opening Doors is a joint effort by TAC and the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities Housing Task Force (CCD Housing Task Force). The major part of this initiative is producing publications that are helpful to the entire disability community. This free newsletter is designed to provide important information on affordable housing issues to people with disabilities, their families, advocates, and service providers across the United States. Publication topics include understanding Section 8, rural housing development, accessibility, and responding to Olmstead.

Consortium for People with Disabilities Housing Task Force (CCD Housing Task Force)

1730 K Street, NW, Suite 1212

Washington, DC 20006

202.785.3388 

www.c-c-d.org/tf-housing.htm 
The CCD Housing Task Force works with the Congress and the Department of Housing and Urban Development to increase access to decent, safe, and affordable housing for all people with disabilities and to protect the rights guaranteed under the Fair Housing Act. The CCD Housing Task Force also works collaboratively with TAC to produce Opening Doors, a housing initiative for the disability community.

Steve Gold’s Treasured Bits of Information

www.stevegoldada.com
Steve Gold is a lead attorney who has championed the rights of individuals with disabilities to have affordable housing choices. He publishes bulletins with action steps to access federal and state resources.

Key Contact: Steve Gold 

The Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH)

Communications Department

50 Broadway, 17th Floor

New York, NY 10004

212.986.2966 ext. 500

www.csh.org 
The Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH) supports the expansion of permanent housing opportunities linked to comprehensive services for persons who face persistent mental health, substance abuse, and other chronic health challenges and are at risk of homelessness, so that they are able to live with stability, autonomy, dignity, and reach for their full potential. CSH works through collaborations with private, nonprofit and government partners, and strives to address the needs of, and hold themselves accountable to, the tenants of supportive housing. With nonprofits and government, CSH strives to help local organizations gain the financial and technical assistance they need to build more and better housing with services. 

Key Contact: John Rio

The Nation’s Disability Rights Network

National Association of Protection and Advocacy Systems

900 Second Street, NE, Suite 211

Washington, D.C. 20002 

Phone: 202-408-9514

www.napas.org/ 
The Protection and Advocacy (P&A) System and Client Assistance Program (CAP) comprise the nationwide network of congressionally mandated, legally based disability rights agencies. P&A agencies have the authority to provide legal representation and other advocacy services, under all federal and state laws, to all people with disabilities (based on a system of priorities for services). All P&As maintain a presence in facilities that care for people with disabilities, where they monitor, investigate and attempt to remedy adverse conditions. These agencies also devote considerable resources to ensuring full access to inclusive educational programs, financial entitlements, health care, accessible housing and productive employment opportunities. CAP agencies (many of which are housed within P&A offices) provide information and assistance to individuals seeking or receiving vocational rehabilitation services under the Rehabilitation Act, including assistance in pursuing administrative, legal and other appropriate remedies. 

Key Contact: Kathy McGinley

The Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law

1101 15th St. NW, Suite 1212

Washington, DC 20005-5002

202.223.0409

www.bazelon.org 
The Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law is a nonprofit legal advocacy center based in Washington DC. Their advocacy is based on the principal that every individual is entitled to choice and dignity. For many people with mental disabilities, this means something as basic as having a decent place to live, supportive services, and equality of opportunity. The Bazelon Center has successfully challenged many barriers since 1972. Their precedent setting litigation has outlawed institutional abuse and won protections against arbitrary confinement. In the courts and in Congress, the advocacy of the Bazelon Center has opened up public schools, workplaces, housing, and other opportunities for community life. The Center has four goals:

· Community membership – increasing access to Medicaid and private insurance coverage of mental health, enforcing fair housing laws and creating systems of care for children at risk of institutional or foster placement. 

· Self-determination and choice – calling for access to recovery-oriented mental health services, expanding use and recognition of advance directives for psychiatric care and encouraging the development of self-help networks. 

· Ending the punishment of mental health consumers for the system’s failures – efforts to force outpatient treatment on consumers as a substitute for adequate mental health and supportive services, families’ having to relinquish custody of children with emotional disturbance, and criminalization of people with mental illnesses. 

· Preserving protections and entitlements – the Americans with Disabilities Act, and in the shift to managed care, Medicaid-covered rehabilitation services. 

Key Contact: Michael Allen

The Arc of the United States

1010 Wayne Ave., Suite 650

Silver Spring, MD 20910

301.565.3842

www.thearc.com 
The Arc of the United States is a national organization of and for people with mental retardation and related developmental disabilities and their families. It works to include all children and adults with cognitive, intellectual, and developmental disabilities in every community. It is devoted to promoting and improving supports and services for people with mental retardation and their families. The Arc works to ensure that the estimated 7.2 million Americans with mental retardation and related developmental disabilities have the services and supports they need to grow, develop, and live in communities across the nation. The ARC has been a strong advocate on a national and state level for expanding affordable housing choices for persons with disabilities.

Key Contact: Liz Savage

The Center for Housing and New Community Economics (CHANCE)

Institute on Disability/UCE

University of New Hampshire

7 Leavitt Lane, Suite 101

Durham NH 03824-3522

http://chance.unh.edu 
The Center for Housing and New Community Economics (CHANCE) works to improve and increase access to integrated, affordable, and accessible housing coordinated with, but separate from, personal assistance and supportive services. CHANCE’s purpose is to offer alternatives to approaches that segregate, congregate, and control people with disabilities. CHANCE’s preliminary efforts are focused on four major initiatives:

· Project Access – a national initiative designed to assist people with disabilities to move from nursing homes into the community. 

· The Community Living Exchange Collaborative – a three-year grant funded by CMS to provide technical assistance with issues relating to community long-term support system change. 

· Strategies, Barriers, and Outcomes of Home Ownership for People with Sever Disabilities – a research project that is systematically investigating the quality of life outcomes of home ownership for people with severe disabilities. The research will focus on the personal service, financial, and support network variables associated with achieving and maintaining successful home ownership. 

· The National Home of Your Own Alliance Clearinghouse – a project that promotes home ownership based on the belief that non-traditional income streams and federal, state, and local subsidies could be structured and blended to support homeownership for people historically excluded from the housing market. 

Key Contact: Jay Klein

Fannie Mae HomeChoice Mortgage Loans

950 East Paces Ferry Road

Atlanta, GA 30326-1161

404.398.6000

www.fanniemae.com 
HomeChoice mortgage loans are designed to meet the special underwriting needs of low- and moderate-income borrowers who have disabilities, or who have family members with disabilities living with them. The mortgage offers a down payment as low as $500; greater flexibility in qualifying and underwriting standards; and acceptance of nontraditional credit histories. HomeChoice mortgage loans are available through Fannie Mae-approved lenders working in partnership with coalitions of organizations that combine efforts to create homeownership opportunities for people with disabilities. HomeChoice loans are also available through single agencies that have been approved by Fannie Mae and offer home-buying support similar to that offered by coalitions.

Key Contact: Steve Allen

Home and Community-Based Services Resource Network 

www.hcbs.org
The Mission of the Home and Community-Based Services Resource Network is to bring the federal government, states, and persons with disabilities of all ages together to expand access to high-quality, consumer-directed services in a cost effective manner. The Resource Network will support state efforts to engage in collaborative planning and policy development within the aging and disability communities. It will focus on identifying practical and immediate next steps that can be taken to expand access to supportive services in the most integrated, least restrictive settings in ways that are realistic, equitable, and affordable. The Resource Network will serve as a model for collaborative problem solving, priority setting, and styles of working between government agencies and persons with disabilities to further progress in HCBS systems development.

Key Contacts: Christine Gianopoulos and Helen Coburn Roth

ABLEDATA

8630 Fenton Street, Suite 930

Silver Spring, MD 20910

800.227.0216

www.abledata.com 
ABLEDATA is a federally funded project whose primary mission is to provide information on assistive technology and rehabilitation equipment available from domestic and international sources to consumers, organizations, professionals, and caregivers within the United States. 

ABLEDATA is sponsored by the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR), which is part of the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) of the U.S. Department of Education. 

The ABLEDATA database contains information on more than 29,000 assistive technology products (over 19,000 of which are currently available), from white canes to voice output programs. The database contains detailed descriptions of each product including price and company information. The database also contains information on non-commercial prototypes, customized and one-of-a-kind products, and do-it-yourself designs. To select devices most appropriate to your needs, we suggest combining ABLEDATA information with professional advice, product evaluations, and hands-on product trials.
Home-Access
http://www.home-access.org/
With funding support from the Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council (MDDC), Maryland Department of Human Resources, and the Maryland Developmental Disabilities Administration, NCB Development Corporation (NCBDC) has established the Home-Access Project. Over the next three years, the Home-Access Project will work statewide to expand affordable and accessible housing choices for individuals with developmental and/or physical disabilities.

With the assistance of MDDC, the Technical Assistance Collaborative, Inc. (TAC) of Boston, Massachusetts, and the Maryland Center for Community Development (MCCD), NCB Development Corporation will focus on building individual and organizational knowledge and capacity, with the goal of implementing an affordable housing agenda at the local and state level. 

The Home-Access Project will focus on four major strategies to expand housing choices statewide for low-income individuals with developmental and/or physical disabilities: 

· Awareness and Education 

· Leadership Development 

· Creative Financing/Model Solutions 

· Policy Development

Key Contacts: Michael Morris and Sharon Brent
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