GLOSSARY OF ACRONYMS:

ADA is an acronym for the Americans with Disabilities Act.  The ADA is an omnibus civil rights statute providing a clear and comprehensive national mandate for the elimination of discrimination against persons with disabilities and providing clear, strong, consistent, enforceable standards addressing discrimination against such individuals.  Areas covered by the ADA include employment (Title I);  public services and transportation (Title II), public accommodations (Title III), and telecommunications-relay system for persons who have communication impairments (Title IV).

CHIP is an acronym for Children's' Health Insurance Program.  CHIP is codified in Title XXI of the Social Security Act.  CHIP entitles states to $40 billion over the next 10 years to provide health insurance for low-income children who do not qualify for Medicaid, including children with disabilities.

EPSDT is an acronym for Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment.  EPSDT is a mandatory service under the Medicaid program.  Under EPSDT, children are screened for health deficiencies, diagnosed, and then treated to the extent that a service is medically necessary.

FAPE is an acronym for "free appropriate public education" under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  FAPE means special education and related services provided without charge in conformity with an individualized education program.

IDEA is an acronym for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the purposes of this Act include:

1. To ensure that all children with disabilities have available to them a free appropriate public education that emphases special education and related services designed to meet their unique needs and prepare them for employment and independent living, ensures that the rights of children with disabilities and parents of such children are protected, and assists states and local educational agencies to provide for the education of such children (part B of IDEA);

2. To assist states in implementation of a statewide, comprehensive, coordinated, multidisciplinary, interagency system of early intervention services for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families (part C formerly part H of IDEA);

3. To ensure that educators and parents have the necessary tools to improve educational results for children with disabilities by supporting systemic change activities, coordinated research and personnel preparation, coordinated technical assistance, dissemination, and support, and technology development and media services (part D of IDEA).

IEP is an acronym for Individualized Education Program.  Every child with a disability is entitled to an IEP under IDEA.  An IEP is a written statement that includes a statement of the child's present level of educational performance;  measurable annual goals, including benchmarks or short-term objectives;  a statement of special education, related and supplementary aids and services provided to the child;  a statement of needed transition services;  and periodic report cards.

NIDRR is an acronym for The National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research in the U.S. Department of Education.  NIDRR provides research, demonstration projects, training, and related activities to maximize the full inclusion, integration into society, employment, independent living, family support, and economic and social self-sufficiency of individuals with disabilities of all ages.

SECTION 504 is an acronym for Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Section 504 prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability by recipients of Federal financial assistance.

SSDI is an acronym for The Social Security Disability Income program established under Title II of the Social Security Act.  SSDI provides Federal disability insurance benefits for workers who have contributed to the Social Security Trust Fund and become disabled or blind before retirement age.  Spouses with disabilities and dependent children of fully insured workers (often referred to as the primary beneficiary) also are eligible for disability benefits upon the retirement, disability, or death of the primary beneficiary.

SSI is an acronym for Supplemental Security Income program established under Title XVI of the Social Security Act.  SSI is a Federally administered cash assistance program for individuals who are aged, blind, or disabled and meet a financial needs test (income and resource limitations).
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