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ABSTRACT

The Law, Health Policy, and Disability Center (LHPDC) at the University of Iowa College of Law, in collaboration with Southern New Hampshire University School of Community Economic Development, the National Federation of Community Development Credit Unions, the World Institute on Disability, and the National Cooperative Bank Development Corporation, propose to develop and disseminate a new and comprehensive body of knowledge to multiple target audiences nationwide to improve the economic independence, social empowerment, and community integration of persons with disabilities. The Asset Accumulation and Tax Policy Project (AATPP) is a request from NIDRR for proposals for research projects (DRRP) for “stabilizing and improving lives of persons with disabilities.”

The proposed AATPP is a team-based participatory approach to research, training, education, and technical assistance activities that brings to bear expertise in multiple disciplines—law, economics, community development, finance, disability studies, and public policy--with real-world experience of persons with disabilities and their families, financial service providers, and community developers. Over a five-year period, LHPDC and its strategic partners will examine systematically the relation between tax policy and asset accumulation for persons with disabilities, and resultant improvements in economic and community integration. The AATPP will investigate the impact of multiple intervention strategies--including financial education, matched savings accounts, expanded financial services, and increased use of state and federal tax incentives for asset and community economic development--in six states and ten pilot demonstration sites nationwide on youth in transition and adults with disabilities. The AATPP’s research design uses triangulated quantitative and qualitative techniques and a multi-method design (e.g., structured and open-ended interviews, archival analyses, policy and systems analysis, and survey techniques) to enhance the scientific rigor, policy relevance, and real-world usefulness of the research to key stakeholders, including persons with disabilities, policymakers, financial service providers, and community-based organizations.

The AATPP’s knowledge transfer activities include twelve complementary methods for reaching target audiences through avenues such as publications, electronic communication, trainings, open forums, leadership institutes, and technical assistance activities. The project partners existing dissemination networks extend to all fifty states in the disability community and the asset accumulation and community development sectors. The project collaborators bring a unique combination of expertise and experience as researchers, policy analysts, and practitioners in asset development (at an individual and systems level) and economic development (at a local and state levels) to enhance knowledge transfer and impact nationwide. Over the course of five years, additional and heretofore undeveloped relationships will be established and strengthened among persons with disabilities and financial institutions, public and private sector interests in asset accumulation, policymakers, and program administrators. The project’s findings will be conveyed via practical applications in planning, policymaking, program management, and delivery of services to individuals with disabilities in urban and rural areas across the country. The project’s core findings will be disseminated in support of the social and economic independence of persons with disabilities, and as a means to lessen discrimination and dependency based on perceived difference from disability.

