Summary Material from 

The Medicaid Buy-In Program:

Lessons Learned from Nine Early Implementer States.

State Medicaid Buy-In Program Comparison Tables 

	Table 1

Medicaid Buy-In Program Income Eligibility Criteria

	
	Whose Income is Counted? 
	What is the Countable Income Eligibility Limit?
	What Disregards apply in determining Countable Income?
	Is there a Separate Unearned Income Limit?

	Alaska
	Individual and spouse for total income;

Individual for unearned income
	Two part test:

1. Family net income less than 250% FPL

2. Individual unearned income less than Alaska Public Assistance (APA) standard of need.
	Standard SSI disregards
	Yes.  Unearned income must be less than APA standard of need. 

	Connecticut
	Individual
	450% FPL

$6,250/mo (gross) or $3,082/mo (net) after SSI disregards
	Standard SSI disregards
	No

	Iowa
	Individual and spouse 
	250% FPL for family size
	Standard SSI disregards 
	No

	Maine
	Individual and spouse
	Two part test:

1. Countable unearned income less than 100% FPL

2. Earned and unearned combined less than 250% FPL. 
	Standard SSI disregards, plus additional state disregard on unearned or earned income of $55.
	Yes. Unearned income limit is 100% FPL plus $75.



	Minnesota
	Individual
	No income limit.
	1902(r)(2) All earned and unearned income ignored
	No

	Nebraska
	Individual and spouse
	Two part test:

1. 250% FPL for family size using standard SSI disregards

2. Sum of all unearned and spouse’s earned income less than SSI benefit level for family size
	Standard SSI disregards 

Individual’s earned income disregarded in part 2 of eligibility test.  

Individual’s unearned income if from Trial Work Period.
	Yes.  Unless an individual is in a Trial Work Period or Extended Period of Eligibility, SSDI income (minus disregards must be less than SSI income standard.

	Oregon
	Individual
	250% FPL for individual
	All unearned income, standard SSI disregards, and Employment and Independence Expenses. 
	No

	Vermont
	Individual and spouse
	Two part test: 

1. Family net income less than 250% FPL

2. Family net income less earnings and $500 of SSDI at or below medically needy protected income level
	Standard SSI disregards.  Disregard all earnings and $500 of SSDI for part 2 of eligibility test.
	Yes. Unearned income limit is the Medically Needy program's Protected Income Level plus $500.

	Wisconsin
	Individual and spouse
	250% net family
	Standard SSI disregards
	No


	Table 2

Medicaid Buy-In Program

Resources Limits and Exclusions

	
	What is the Resource Limit? 
	Are Retirement Accounts Excluded from Countable Assets?
	Are Medical Savings Accounts Excluded from Countable Assets?
	Are Approved Accounts for Employment or Independence Excluded?

	Alaska
	$2,000 Individual

$3,000 Couple
	No
	No


	No

	Connecticut
	$10,000 Individual

$15,000 Couple
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Iowa
	$12,000 Individual

$13,000 Couple
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes, Assistive Technology Accounts.

	Maine
	$8,000 Individual

$12,000 Couple
	No
	No
	No

	Minnesota
	$20,000 (Only count individual assets)
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Nebraska
	$4,000 Individual

$6,000 Couple
	No
	No
	No

	Oregon
	$12,000 (Only count individual assets)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Vermont
	$2,000 Individual

$3,000 Couple

Plus assets accumulated from earnings since 1/1/00.
	Yes, if from earnings after 1/1/00
	Yes, if from earnings after 1/1/00
	Yes, if from earnings after 1/1/00

	Wisconsin
	$15,000 (Only count individual assets)
	Yes. Retirement accounts initiated after Buy-In enrollment are not counted. Retirement accounts existing prior to Buy-In enrollment are counted.
	No
	Yes, Independence Accounts


	
	Table 3

Cost Sharing Policies:  Minimum Income Level and Premium  Method

	
	Income Level at which Premiums Start
	Premium is a Percent of Income
	Payment based on Income Brackets
	Separate Premiums for Earned and Unearned Income

	Alaska
	100% FPL net family income
	Yes. Varying percent by income with 10% maximum.
	No


	No

	Connecticut
	200% FPL net family income
	Yes.  10% of family income minus any payments for private health insurance.
	No
	No

	Iowa
	150% FPL gross individual income
	No
	Yes.  Eleven brackets with monthly range from $20 to $207.
	No

	Maine
	150% FPL net family income; no premium if paying  Medicare Part B 
	No
	Yes

150<200% FPL = $10 monthly.

200<250% FPL = $20 monthly.
	No

	Minnesota
	Gross individual income of 100% FPL for family size. (Before 12/01/01, 200% FPL for family size.)
	Yes. Scale from 1% to 7.5% of income above 100% FPL. (Before 12/01/01, 10% of income above 200% FPL.)
	No
	No

	Nebraska
	200% FPL net family income
	No
	Yes.  Five income bands with premiums from 2% to 10%.
	No

	Oregon
	Two part test:

1. Individual unearned income above SSI level, and 

2. Individual's earned income above 200% FPL after work and disability related disregards.
	No
	No
	Yes. All unearned income in excess of SSI income standard. Between 2% and 10% of individual’s adjusted earned income and remaining unearned income.

	Vermont
	185% FPL net family income
	No
	Yes

185%-225% FPL= $10

225%-250% FPL= $12 (if have private insurance) or $25 (if no private insurance)
	No

	Wisconsin
	Gross individual income below 150% FPL for enrollee’s family size
	No
	No
	Yes, 100% of unearned income minus standard living allowance, work expenses, and medical and remedial expenses.  3% of individual earned income

	Table 4

Work-Related Policies and Protections

	
	Work Requirements


	Protections for Temporary Loss of Employment
	Protections When Returning to Other Eligibility Categories

	Alaska
	Must have earned income.


	None
	None

	Connecticut
	Must make FICA contributions
	Can continue Buy-In for one year after losing employment
	Assets in retirement, Medical Savings Accounts, and approved accounts not counted during the individual’s lifetime

	Iowa
	Must have earned income.
	Yes. May remain eligible for six months after work stoppage.
	None

	Maine
	Must have earned income
	None
	None

	Minnesota
	Some income from work every 30 days
	Previously, up to 2 months of medical leave and allowances for switching jobs.  After 12/1/01, up to 4 months of leave.
	As of 12/1/01, up to $20,000 in assets protected for one year

	Nebraska
	Must have earned income.
	None
	None

	Oregon
	Must have taxable income.
	None
	None

	Vermont
	Must have earned income.
	None
	None

	Wisconsin
	Must be working or enrolled in an employment counseling program. Can remain in employment counseling for up to one year.
	Can enroll in health and employment counseling  (time limited and restricted to twice in 5yr period.)

Can waive work requirement for six months due to a health setback.
	None


